The Eastern Question

mind as he came to the conclusion a war with Servia would
not be worth while as Austria desired no extension of terri-
tory. He regarded the incorporation of Servia within the Dual
Monarchy as a solution for a later date. Austria consequently
decided to keep the peace provided Servia acknowledged
the annexation and Russia gave her unconditional assent.

On March 2nd Russia advised Servia to suspend military
measures. On March loth Servia declared her willingness
to leave the decision of the Bosnian Question to the Concert
of Powers. Austria was not satisfied with the Servian Note
because this did not explicitly recognise the annexation. On
March I3th a Council of Ministers was held in St. Peters-
burg to decide what action Russia should take. It was agreed
not to intervene in a war between Austria and Servia as
Russia was still unprepared.

While the negotiations were proceeding with England and
France regarding the declaration to be made by Servia, Berlin
was informed that Austria was prepared to request the formal
sanction of the Powers provided they bound themselves
beforehand to give their consent. Prince Bulow thereupon
instructed Count Pourtales, the German Ambassador at St.
Petersburg, to inform the Russians that Germany would advise
Austria to obtain the formal consent of the Powers but Russia
must agree to the Austrian Note without reservation. A
definite answer "Yes" or "No" was required. This com-
munication was delivered on the afternoon of March 22nd.
On March 23rd IswolsH recognised the dilemma and gave
the desired declaration. This was an intense humiliation for
Russia as both the Czar and Iswokki had promised the Serbs
not to recognise the annexation, but the alternative had been
the immediate invasion of Servia by Austria.

In Vienna they again changed their minds and the War
Party prevailed. On March 29th at a Council active measures
were decided upon and orders issued for mobilisation. But
on March 3ist Servia issued her Note in which she recognised
the annexation and promised to disarm. No Conference
took place. Prince George was reported to have murdered
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